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occasioned the Pope, on account of the indignity, such
poignant grief that he wept over it, yet was it all passed over
unnoticed. Nor could any circumstance avail to arouse Clem-
ent or cause him to quarrel with the Emperor, since His
Holiness considered that the friendship of the Emperor se-
cured him from the Council so much dreaded by him."

"For this same cause/ pursues the ambassaccx, "although
His Holiness had but little love for the Empc :cr, who ruled
him and led him whithersoever he would, yet toe was obliged
against his will by necessity to consent to whatever the Em-
peror chose, without manifesting any resistance; and all this
from fear of the Council Therefore, considering this his
painful position, and the slavery, as it may be called, in
which the Emperor held him, and still more the danger of
the Council, he began to show himself more accessible to the
most Christian king (Francis I). And hence the marriage
of the Duchessina was planned His Holiness s idea was
that by this alliance of his niece8tJ with the son of the King
of France he should lay the foundation of two pillars of sup-
port for his family and his own affairs, especially in the so-
much-dreaded matter of the Council; in the hope that by
these means some settlement of the religious questions might
be attained, and at least the dreaded Council be avoided."
And Suriano sums up by saying, "Your Lordships then may
be assured that Clement used all possible means to avoid a
Council, and the fear of it tormented the mind of His Holiness
to such a degree that by reason of it he even lost the friend-
ship of the Emperor, and of others, and finally his own life."

To which may be added the break with England; for Clem-
ent would never have allowed the breach with Henry to
occur had it not been for the threat of the ir.csembly of a
General Council, which Charles V intimated ;lo lain in the
plainest terms should be the result of his ^rceiug to the
divorce of his aunt.

But there is something deeper to be seen here; though,
strangely enough, it has passed without notice. If we look
back through the long roll of the centuries we shall see that